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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 26-32 and 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mizuta (U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0064688) in view of Chen (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0204001). 

Regarding claim 26, Mizuta teaches an appliance (400) integrated with a sliding 
mechanism apparatus (100) (see fig. 2A-C), the appliance comprising: 

a) a main body (200) including at least one coupling hand (300 a and b) (see fig. 2A and 
3), the coupling hand (300a-b) being protruded frontward and having a guide hole (218B) in a 
sliding direction (see fig. 3,page 3-4, section [0058-0060]); and 

b) a cover(100) having a sliding space depressed in the rear face (100B) thereof so as to 
slidably accommodate the coupling hand of the main body (200) (see fig. 2B, page 3, sections 
[0054-0056]), wherein the sliding space is provided with at least one guide bar (300A-B), which 
is inserted into the guide hole (218b) of the coupling hand to thereby guide sliding of the main 
body (200) (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]). In this case, the coupling hand 
(300 A and B) is a guide bar (300a-b) are formed, and the guide grooves (218b) can be use as a 
guide hole thereby guide sliding of the main body (200) and the cover front side unit 100 for 
sliding. That is obvious to use the guide grooves for guide hole. 



Application/Control Number: 10/589,010 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2618 

Moreover, Chen teaches the apparatus with sliding mechanism with the guide portion and 
a cover portion. The push portion is disposed on a housing of the communication unit in a 
movable manner. The guide portion, having a slide track and a moving portion moving along the 
slide track, is disposed on the housing (see fig. 4a-b and 5a, page 2, sections [0033-0037]). In 
this case the guide port is also obvious to the guide hole. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify above teaching of Mizuta with Chen, in order to provide user for 
sliding easier. 

Regarding claim 27, Mizuta teaches the coupling hand and the guide bar (300a and b) are 
formed in pairs (see fig. 3, 300a and b in pair), in the left (300b) and right (300a) portion of the 
main body (200) and the cover (100) so as to correspond to each other (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3- 
4, sections [0053-0058]). 

Regarding claim 28, Mizuta teaches the pair of coupling hands (300a-b) is integrally 
formed near a left and right edge of a slider member (100b) having a plate-like form (100A-B) 
(see fig. 3), and the slide member (100) is fixed to a front face of the main body (200) (see fig. 
2B). 

Regarding claim 29, Mizuta teaches the pair of coupling hands is integrally formed, in 
pairs (see fig. 3, 300a and b in pair), in the left (300b) and right (300a) portion of the front face 
of the main body (200) so as to be spaced apart from each other by a certain desired distance (see 
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fig. 3, the (300b) and (300a) is to be a spaced apart from each other by a certain desired 
distance). 

Regarding claims 30 and 37, Mizuta teaches the cover (100) is provided with a guide rail 
(300a-b) in the sliding space of the rear face (100B) thereof so as to be protruded along the 
sliding direction (see fig. 2B and 3), and the main body (200) is provided with a guide dam 
formed (218b) at a lateral face of the coupling hand thereof so as to be engaged with the guide 
rail (300a-b) (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3, section [0058]). 

Regarding claim 31, Mizuta teaches the guide rail (300a-b) is comprised of a plurality of 
guide rail sections (300 c and d) (see fig. 3-4) protruded at regular intervals (fig. 3-4) along both 
lateral faces of the sliding space (see fig. 2B and 3-4), and a spacing between the guide rail 
sections are configured such that the coupling hand can be inserted from the front side (100b). In 
this case the rail bar (300a-b) is inserted in the (100b) (see fig. 3, page 3, section [0054]). 

Regarding claim 32, Mizuta teaches at least one coil spring (302) is disposed in the 
sliding space, and one end of the coil spring is pivotably coupled to the main body (219) and the 
other end thereof is pivotably coupled to the cover (100c) (see fig. 3, page 3, sections [0056- 
0058]). 

Regarding claim 36, Mizuta teaches an appliance (400) integrated with a sliding 
mechanism apparatus (100) (see fig. 2A-C), the device (400) comprising: 
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a) a main body (200) having buttons (301) and at least one straight sliding space in a 
sliding direction (see fig. 2B), the sliding space being formed in either the right or left side or 
both sides of the front face (200A) of the main body (200) along the peripheral area thereof (see 
fig. 2B-C), a guide bar (300a-b) being mounted in the sliding space (218b) along the sliding 
direction (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]); and 

b) a cover (100) having at least one coupling hand (300) in the rear face (100B) thereof, 
the coupling hand being received inside the sliding space (21 8b) of the main body (200) and 
having a guide hole (218b) formed so as to be inserted into the guide bar (300a-b), which thereby 
is slid and guided (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]). In this case, the coupling 
hand (300 A and B) is a guide bar (300a-b) are formed, and the guide grooves (218b) can be use 
as a guide hole thereby guide sliding of the main body (200) and the cover front side unit 100 for 
sliding. That is obvious to use the guide grooves for guide hole. 

Moreover, Chen teaches the apparatus with sliding mechanism with the guide portion and 
a cover portion. The push portion is disposed on a housing of the communication unit in a 
movable manner. The guide portion, having a slide track and a moving portion moving along the 
slide track, is disposed on the housing (see fig. 4a-b and 5a, page 2, sections [0033-0037]). In 
this case the guide port is also obvious to the guide hole. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify above teaching of Mizuta with Chen, in order to provide user for 
sliding easier. 
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Regarding claim 37, Mizuta teaches 37. The appliance according to claim 36, wherein the 
sliding space is provided with a guide rail protruded along the sliding direction, and the coupling 
hand is provided with a guide dam formed so as to be engaged with the guide rail. 

Regarding claim 38, Mizuta teaches the sliding space is formed, in pairs (300a-b), in the 
left (300b) and right side (300a) of the main body (200) in such a way to be depressed to have a 
"U" shaped cross-section (opening section on fig. 3), and the coupling hand (300) is formed, in 
pairs, at a position corresponding to the sliding space (from cover 100 and main body 200), the 
lateral face of the coupling hand being placed inwards of the lateral face of the cover (see fig. 2B 
and 3). In this case the rail bar (300a-b) is inserted in the (100b) (see fig. 3, page 3, section 
[0054]). 

Regarding claim 39, Mizuta teaches the sliding space is formed, in pairs, in a left (218b) 
and right side (218a) of the main body (200) in such a way to be depressed to have an "L" shaped 
cross-section and be opened to the left and right lateral face (see fig. 3, L shape of the rail bar 
end section 300C), and the coupling hand (300a-b) is formed, in pairs, at a position 
corresponding to the sliding space (100 and 200), the lateral face of the coupling hand being 
aligned with the lateral face of the cover (100) (see fig. 2B and 3). 

Regarding claim 40, Mizuta teaches a slider-type appliance (400) having a main body 
(200) and a cover (100) to be opened and closed while sliding on the main body (see fig. 2B), 
wherein at least one straight sliding space (218a-b) is provided in a sliding direction along at 
least one of the left (218b) and right (218a) lateral faces of one of the main body (200) and the 
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cover (100) (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]); and a guide bar (300a-b) is 
installed in the sliding space (218a-b) along the sliding direction (see fig, 2B) (see fig. 2B and 3, 
page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]); and wherein the other one of the main body (200) and the cover 
(100) is received inside the sliding space while wrapping around a certain portion of the lateral 
face of the one of the main body and the cover (see fig. 2B and 3), and at least one coupling hand 
(300) is provided in the rear face (100B) thereof, the coupling hand having a guide hole (218a-b) 
formed so as to be inserted into the guide bar (300a-b) and slidably guided (see fig. 2B and 3, 
page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]). In this case, the coupling hand (300 A and B) is a guide bar 
(300a-b) are formed, and the guide grooves (218b) can be use as a guide hole thereby guide 
sliding of the main body (200) and the cover front side unit 100 for sliding. That is obvious to 
use the guide grooves for guide hole. 

Moreover, Chen teaches the apparatus with sliding mechanism with the guide portion and 
a cover portion. The push portion is disposed on a housing of the communication unit in a 
movable manner. The guide portion, having a slide track and a moving portion moving along the 
slide track, is disposed on the housing (see fig. 4a-b and 5a, page 2, sections [0033-0037]). In 
this case the guide port is also obvious to the guide hole. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify above teaching of Mizuta with Chen, in order to provide user for 
sliding easier. 

Regarding claim 41, Mizuta teaches the sliding space is formed, in pairs, in the left and 
right thereof in such a way to be depressed so as to have a "[ " shaped cross-section (see fig. 4, 
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the [ shaped cross section on (219b)), and the coupling hand (300 with 100c) is formed, in pairs, 
in a position corresponding to the sliding space in such a way to enclose the pair of sliding 
spaces (see fig. 4, page 3, section [0058]). 

Regarding claim 42, Mizuta teaches the sliding space is provided with a guide rail formed 
along the sliding direction, and the coupling hand is provided with a guide dam formed to be 
engaged with the guide rail (see fig. 3, guide dam (218a-b) formed to be engaged with the guide 
rail (300a-b) page 3, section [0058]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 33-35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Reasons for allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding dependent claim 33, Mizuta teaches a slider-type appliance (400) having a 
main body (200) and a cover (100) to be opened and closed while sliding on the main body (see 
fig. 2B), wherein at least one straight sliding space (218a-b) is provided in a sliding direction 
along at least one of the left (218b) and right (218a) lateral faces of one of the main body (200) 
and the cover (100) (see fig. 2B and 3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]); and a guide bar (300a-b) 
is installed in the sliding space (218a-b) along the sliding direction (see fig, 2B) (see fig. 2B and 
3, page 3-4, sections [0053-0063]). However, Mizuta or Chen alone or in combination with other 
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prior art of record, fail to disclose; The appliance according to claim 27, wherein a fixing hole is 
formed in an upper a fixing hole is formed in an upper and lower inner wall of the sliding space 
so as to be opened inwards of the sliding space are inserted and fixed into the upper and fixing 
hole respectively, as specified in dependent claim 33. 

Conclusion 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window (now located at 
the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Trinh whose telephone number is (571) 272-7888. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners 
supervisor, Anderson, Matthew D., can be reached at (571) 272-4177. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tan H. Trinh 
Division 2618 
September 24, 2008 

/TAN TRINH/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 8 
09-24-2008 



